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377TH AIR BASE WING (AFMC)

Public Affairs, 2000 Wyoming SE, Kirtland Air Force Base, NM 87117
                                     (505) 846-5991

COLONEL WILLIAM J. CLECKNER
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Colonel William J. Cleckner is Vice Commander, 377th Air Base Wing, Kirtland Air Force Base, New Mexico.  The wing’s mission is to provide munitions maintenance, readiness and base operating support for the third largest installation in Air Force Materiel Command.  The wing operates two munitions repair depots (at Kirtland AFB and Nellis AFB, Nevada) and is host to over 100 associate units including the Air Force Operational Test and Evaluation Center, Air Force Safety Center, Air Force Inspection Agency, Space and Missile Systems Center Detachment 12, Defense Threat Reduction Agency, Air Force Research Laboratories, 58th Special Operations Wing, U.S. Department of Energy and Sandia National Laboratories.   

   He was commissioned through Officer Training School in 1980.  He served in a number of operational and logistics positions where he served as a Maintenance Group Deputy Commander, Officer Training School Deputy Commander, Services Squadron Commander, Training Squadron Commander, Detachment Commander, Executive Officer, Wing Division Chief, Wing Mobility Officer, Numbered Air Force Chief of Logistics Plans and Assistant Professor of Aerospace Studies.

  Colonel Cleckner began his career by enlisting in the Air Force in 1973.  He served as a Ground Radio Operator and Medical Administrative Specialist before receiving his commission.  He was selected to serve as a B-52G Navigator and was a Distinguished Graduate from Navigator-Bombardier training.  After medical disqualification from flying duties, Colonel Cleckner was reassigned as a Logistics Planner in 1983.

EDUCATION:

1979 Associate of Arts Degree in General Studies, Kent State University, Kent, Ohio

1980 Bachelor of Arts Degree in Management, Park College, Parkville, Missouri  (Magna Cum Laude)

1984 Master off Business Administration in Aviation, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Daytona Beach, Florida

1985 U.S. Marine Corps Command and Staff College Correspondence

1984
   Squadron Officers School, Correspondence

1985
   Squadron Officers School, Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama

1994
   Air Command and Staff College, Correspondence

1999
   Senior Service School, National Defense Fellow - RAND, Santa Monica, California

ASSIGNMENTS:

1. March 1973 - June 1975, Scope Control Radio Operator, Mystic Star Network, Hickam 

      Airways, Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii 

2. July 1975 - December 1976, Inpatient Medical Records, Langley Air Force Base, 

      Virginia 
3. December 1976 - February 1979, Radio Operator, 910th Tactical Fighter Squadron, 910th    
         Communications Group, Air Force Reserves, Youngstown Air Base, Youngstown, Ohio 

4. March 1979 - August 1980, Combat Crew Communications, 28th Bomb Wing,

      Grand Forks Air Force Base, North Dakota

5. November 1980 - December 1982, Navigator training, Mather Air Force Base, California and Castle 

      Air Force Base, California

6. January 1983 - June 1985, Chief, Logistics Plans Division, 544th Strategic Intelligence  

      Wing, Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska

7. June 1985 - June 1989, Chief, Logistics Plans, Headquarters, Seventeenth Air 

      Force, Sembach Air Base, Germany

8. June 1989 - June 1993 - Commandant of Cadets, Air Force Reserve Officer Training 

      Corps Detachment 207, Parks College of Saint Louis University, St. Louis, Missouri

9. June 1993 - June 1994 - Detachment Commander/Executive Officer, United States 

      Military Training Mission to Saudi Arabia, Dhahran, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

10. July 1994 - January 1997-Commander, 23d Services Squadron, 23d Support Group, 

      23d Wing “Flying Tigers,” Pope Air Force Base, North Carolina 

11. January 1997 - August 1998, Chief, Exercises and Wargames and Air Force Career Field Manager for                                                   Logistics Plans Officers, DCS/Installations and Logistics, Headquarters United States Air Force, Pentagon, Washington, DC.   

12. August 1998 - June 1999, National Defense Fellow - RAND, Senior Service School, 

      RAND Corporation, Project Air Force, Santa Monica, California 

13. July 1999 - January 2000, 22d Training Support Squadron Commander, Officer Training School, Maxwell   AFB, Alabama

14. January 2000 – July 2001, Deputy Commander, Officer Training School, Maxwell AFB, 

      Alabama

15. July 2001 – Apr 2003, Deputy Commander, 45th Maintenance Group, 45th Space Wing, Cape   

       Canaveral AFS, Florida

16.  Apr 2003 – Aug 2004, Inspector General, 377th Air Base Wing, Kirtland AFB, New Mexico

17.  Aug 2004 – Present, Vice Commander, 377th Air Base Wing, Kirtland AFB, New Mexico

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:

Defense Meritorious Service Medal

Meritorious Service Medal with five oak leaf clusters

Air Force Commendation Medal with one oak leaf cluster

Air Force Achievement Medal

Air Force Outstanding Reserve Officer Training Corps Instructor of the Year and Colonel Leo

A. Codd Memorial Award Winner (National Award) 

Jimmy DooLittle Educational Fellow

Headquarters Seventeenth Air Force Officer of the Year

Distinguished Graduate and Academic Excellence Award - Navigator-Bombardier Training

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:

Second Lieutenant
24 October 1980

First Lieutenant

24 October 1982

Captain




24 October 1984

Major





1 December 1992

Lieutenant Colonel
1 November 1997

Colonel




1 March 2003








